
CITY OF COLUMBUS 
QUARTERLY CENSUS OF EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES 

First Quarter 2008 
 
 
The Ohio Bureau of Labor Market Information, in cooperation with the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics (BLS), geocoded covered employment and wage data for the City of Columbus.  First 
quarter 2008 data from the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW) program were 
used.  A geocodable record contains a physical location address that can be assigned a longitude, 
latitude, and place code.   
 
The following table presents first quarter 2008 employment and wage data for establishments 
identified as being in the City of Columbus (place code = 18000).  The geocoded data were 
further evaluated and maps were produced to show private ownership employment levels for 
each ZIP code in the City of Columbus.  Four industrial sectors were selected for mapping at the 
ZIP code level:  Manufacturing; Retail Trade; Finance and Insurance; and Professional and 
Technical Services.  The City of Columbus is primarily located within Franklin County, but 
portions of the city extend into Delaware and Fairfield Counties.   
 
The number of private sector establishments and average employment for both the City of 
Columbus and Franklin County are presented in the table below.  
 

Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages 
First Quarter 2008 

  City of Columbus Franklin County 
Industry Sector Establishments Avg. Emp. Establishments Avg. Emp. 
Total Private Sector 15,022 365,657 29,243 563,121
    Manufacturing  611 27,674 1,051 40,155
    Retail Trade 2,208 44,385 3,731 69,572
    Finance and insurance 1,069 26,416 2,296 46,188
    Professional and Technical Services 1,936 33,159 4,182 44,080
 
Number of Establishments 
The City of Columbus consisted of 15,453 workplace establishments covered under Ohio and 
Federal Unemployment Compensation Laws, of which 97.2 percent were in the private sector 
while 2.8 percent were government work sites.  (Government establishments were comprised of 
federal, state, and local employers.)  The Retail Trade sector represented the largest number of 
establishments with 2,208, followed by the Professional and Technical Services sector with 
1,936 establishments.  
 
Average Monthly Employment 
The average monthly employment in the City of Columbus was 449,824.  Private sector 
employment constituted 81.3 percent of employment while all levels of government employment 
totaled 18.7 percent.  Health Care and Social Assistance had the highest average monthly 
employment of any industry sector with 54,341 employees.  State Government and Retail Trade 
followed with 48,449 and 44,385 employees, respectively.   



 
Wages 
Total wages for the first quarter of 2008 reached $5.57 billion.  The three private industry sectors 
with the highest total payroll were: Finance and Insurance, Professional and Technical Services, 
and Health Care and Social Assistance which together accounted for 33.2 percent of total wages.  
State, local, and federal government employment accounted for 18.9 percent of total wages in the 
City of Columbus. 
 
Maps for other geographic regions can be viewed at: http://lmi.state.oh.us/CEP/CEP.htm. 
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City of Columbus Geocoded data on Establishments, Average Employment and Total Wages Paid 
by Industrial Sector as Covered under the Ohio and Federal Unemployment Compensation Laws

First Quarter 2008 (a)

Average Total Wages
Number of Monthly (in Thousands

Industrial Sector Establishments Employment of Dollars)

 Total covered under Ohio UC Law (b) 15,393 445,275 $5,505,730

 Private Sector 15,022 365,657 4,514,053
     Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 6 72 445
     Mining 9 159 2,006
     Utilities 32 1,408 48,675
     Construction 909 13,558 174,085
     Manufacturing 611 27,674 398,082
     Wholesale trade 958 16,729 239,893
     Retail trade 2,208 44,385 283,163
     Transportation and warehousing 387 20,002 265,947
     Information 267 10,041 166,744
     Finance and insurance 1,069 26,416 663,543
     Real estate and rental and leasing 796 7,933 82,416
     Professional and technical services 1,936 33,159 626,500
     Management of companies and enterprises 130 10,459 332,765
     Administrative and waste services 815 32,962 264,711
     Educational services 147 8,129 79,532
     Health care and social assistance 1,630 54,341 560,546
     Arts, entertainment, and recreation 143 3,879 38,753
     Accommodation and food services 1,639 39,808 169,040
     Other services, except public administration 1,330 14,543 117,207

 State & Local Government 371 79,618 991,677
     State Government 146 48,449 601,917
     Local Government 225 31,169 389,760

 Federal Government (c) 60 4,549 63,587

(a) The information presented above were those records identified as having the place code for the City of 
Columbus (18000) and are based upon employers' reports for first quarter 2008 received in the Bureau of Labor 
Market Information through July 1, 2008.  A geocodable record contains a physical location address that can be 
assigned a longitude, latitude and place code.  Data for other cities will be published as geocodable information 
becomes available.  (b) Summed totals and subtotals may not equal the sum of industrial divisions because of the 
exclusion of those industries with fewer than three employers or because of rounding.  Includes the Private Sector 
and State Government entities, but excludes Federal Government agencies.  (c) Includes only Federal Government 
agencies.  
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Franklin County Private Covered Employment
by ZIP Code, 1st Quarter 2008
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